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AARP Hawaii, representsa state-widemembershipof 156,000adultsovertheageof50, andhas

astronghistoryofengagingourmembershipin stateandcommunityissues. Westandon our

previoustestimonysupportingtransitorienteddevelopmentand commentingon CD1 andCD2

andwe supportthechangessubmittedby theadministratioaHowever,we would like to offer

thefollowing furthercommentsregardinga) theplanningtimeline for communityinvolvement

andb) thepositionof this in theRevisedOrdinancesofHonolulu.

PlanningTimelinefor CommunityInvolvement:

We stronglysupportacommunitybasedplanningprocessthat is inclusiveandaddressesthe

uniquecharacteristics,resources,andneedsofthesurroundingcommunityofeachtransitstation

andwe agreethat thereis greaterchancefor successfulpublic supportif the communitiescanbe

involved in earlyplanninganddesignstagesofthedevelopmentandredevelopmentprojectsthat

will reflect their needsandprioritie&

However,weareconcernedthattheCity Council hasseenfit to put in an artificial deadlineof

January1, 2011 for establishinga neighborhoodplan,with no distinctionmadeabout

establishingplanswith communitiesthatwill be built first or in which redevelopmentis

imminent
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While we favor an expeditedtimeline,wecautiontheCity Council aboutthe inclusionofthis

deadline.Our experiencehasshownusthatit is importantto engagein a public involvement

processthat is deliberate,timely, anddo-able. We areconcernedthat theDepartmentof

PlanningandPermittingdoesnot haveadequateresourcesto do this in everycommunityalong

thetransit line by 2011 andweareconcernedthat this datewould result in someneighborhoods

beingshutoutoftheplanningprocessor in avery cursorycommunityinvolvementprocessthat

would not result in thekind ofpublic engagementthat is needed.

Webelievethat thepublic would bebestsewedby a strategicuseofDPPresourcesthat

prioritizescommunityplanningbasedon thebuilding time line andthosecommunitiesin which

redevelopmentis imminent. We recommendthata deadlinebe set for eachcommunityfrom the

startoftheir planningprocess(i.e., two years)andthat eachcommunityplanningprocessbegin

within asetnumberofyearsoftheirproposedbuild out.

LandUse:

We would like to notethat TransitOrientedDevelopment,by its very nature,is aboutlanduse.

For easein administeringthis process,wewould like to seetheordinancemovedto thelanduse

sectionratherthanthepublic transit sectionofRevisedOrdinancesofHonolulu.

Thankyou for theopportunityto commenton this importantwork.
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